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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead ?’—Rom. xi. 15 
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HISTORY OF THE CONTROVERSY. 


Continued from page 22. 


The Report of a Committee appointed to devise some other 
plan of operation than that declared in the Constitution, is as 
follows, viz. 


* Proposed Alteration of the Constitution of A. S. M. C. J. 


“The Committee to whom it was referred to report on the 
expediency of recommending to the Society so to alter the con- 
stitution as to leave the Board at liberty to operate in melio- 
rating the condition of the Jews, otherwise than by colonizing 
them, to which the constitution solely refers— 

“ Respectfully report: That they have taken the subject into 
serious consideration, and have agreed to recommend an alter- 
ation in the constitution, to be submitted to the Society at their 
next anniversary, for their approbation and adoption. 

“ The original name given to the Society by its founders, was, 
the Society for Colonizing and Evangelizing the Jews, and its 
constitution was formed so as to contemplate colonization, and 
the evangelization of the colonists as its sole objects. When 
the Society applied to the legislature of the state of New-York 
for an act of incorporation, that body, for some reason, possibly 
because they doubted the practicability of such an enterprise, 
in the act which they granted altered the name of the Society 
to its present appellation. a Society for Meliorating the Condi- 
tion of the Jews. No alteration, however, in the constitution, 
appears to have been made by the Society to meet the enlarged 
sphere of operations opened to it by this legislative act. 

“They have continued, to this day. labouring in behalf of 
those sole designs; and so far as your committee are informed, 
although much money has been expended, no commensurate 
say, if any, has resulted from all its efforts and expenditures. 

he cause of the Jews has been popular among Christians, and 


te Society has been liberally and zealously patronized : but 
on. V. : 
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the Board of Directors have been unable to effect any thing in 
the work committed to their charge. 

“Great and serious doubts were entertained from the very 
beginning, by some friends, to the conversion of the Jews, as to 
the policy of colonizing converts from Judaism. 

“The number of those who thus doubted has been continual- 
ly increasing ; and it is not improbable, that, in additivn to the 
original arguments against the plan, the utter failure of the So- 
ciety in effectuating its only object, has confirmed these doubts 
and multiplied the number of those who entertained thei. 

* The committee confess themselves to be among this num- 
ber. They can see no good reason why the policy of colonizing 
should be observed towards converts to ‘Christianity from among 
the Jews, which is not equally applicable to proselytes from any 
heathen nation, who are all of them subject to persecution from 
their fellows, and some of them, particularly the Hindoos, to 
the loss of caste, an inconvenience as terrible to them in its con- 
sequences, as being excommunicated from the synagogue can 
be to the Jew. Your committee feel that the civil and religious 
privileges of our happy country of themselves afford an asylum 
to any convert either from Paganism or Judaism ; and that an 
attempt to colonize the Jews, is not only altogether needless, 
but may be attended with results that are undesirable. 

* All who forsake the world and turn to Christ, must expect 
persecution from those whom they leave. It is our Saviour’s 
own declaration that thus it must be. 

“It may be confidently asked; are the Jewish converts to 
Christianity, of the present day, likely to be more persecuted 
than their predecessors in the days of our Saviour and his apos- 
tles? Surely not; for then the Jewish Government had some 
power to persecute and inflict civil penalties, which is not the 
fact at present, as the Jews have no where a civil government, 
being resident among Christian or other nations, who would 
not tolerate them in the execution of such designs. We do no! 
hear of any attempts in the apostolic days to colonize their con- 
verts. ‘They remained intermingled with their unbelieving 
brethren, causing their light to shine among them in such a way 
that many of them seeing their good works, learned, from their 
example, also to glorify ‘their father who is in heaven. They 
preached among them Christ as their Saviour, and the Saviour 
of sinners ; and when assailed by persecution in one place, they 
fled, according to the command of their master, from city to 
city, proclaiming every where his coming and kingdom : eacli 
one of them, according as he had received the gift, endeavour- 
ing to impart it unto others, as a good steward of the manifol( 
grace of God. 

‘ The effect was, that converts were multiplied every where, 
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and though sharper persecutions succeeded, even unto death, 
those very persecuuons affording them an opportunity to illus- 
trate in death, as well as in life, the power of their religion, the 
stability of their faith, and their constancy in suffering accord- 
ing to the will of God, for none can hurt the children of God 
but according to his will, we say, those very persecutions proved 
the most fruitful secondary causes of the unexampled spread of 
Christianity : the blood of the martyrs becoming the seed of 
the church. ‘Their persecutors and enemies beholding in them, 
when thus persecuted, a personal exemplification of Christiani- 
ty, were subdued before its majesty and the power of the truth, 
and in multitudes became their friends, and the friends of their 
heavenly Master. The rich as well as the poor, in the provi- 
dence of God, became converts to the new faith, and the for- 
mer sold their possessions and opened their hands widely and 
liberally to sustain the latter. 

“When God called the primitive converts to repentance to- 
ward him, and to (aith in the Lord Jesus Christ, they obeyed 
the call. They conferred not with flesh and blood, saying, what 
shall we eat and what shall we drink, and wherewithal] shall we 
be clothed ? They committed their cases to him who had called 
them, and fearlessly entered on the duties consequent to that 
call. They sought first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all those things were added to them. They found 
that their confidence was not misplaced. They were protected 
by him who had called them out of darkness into light. Won- 
ders were wrought when necessary to deliver them from their 
oppressors, and when they were called to write their testimony 
in their blood, they met death with joy, and not with fear. For 
them to live was Christ; their lives were devoted to his glory, 
and to die was gain, not only to them, but to the cause to which 
their lives had been consecrated. 

“ What reason have we to believe that things will be other- 
wise at the present day? Persecution is now, only, as it was 
then, the common lot of those who will live godly in Christ 
Jesus, and the Lord’s hand is not shortened now that it cannot 
save even as then. What is the i ference, then? Surely this, 
that the closer we adhere in our efforts to spread the Gospel, 
to the command of Christ, and the example of its primitive pro- 
mulgators, the more we shail reap the fruits of primitive times. 
We find much in the Bible about preaching the Gospel to ever 
creature, and of Christ’s promise to be with those who do it 
faithfully, even unto the end of the world; but we hear nothing 
about colonizing its converts. 

“If they are the salt of the earth, they ought to remain in the 
world, if they would extend their savour to those who are un- 
seasoned. If they are the leaven by which the whole lump is to 
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be leavened, they ought not to be abstracted from it, and placed 
where their influence cannot reach it. 

“* The committee do not think that the case of the Jews at the 
present day is so peculiar as to indicate the necessity of any new 
dispensation in their conversion os par sy Me deviation from 
that plan which Christ established before he ascended up on 
high, for the conversion of the whole world. He then issued 
his commandment to his followers, Go ye into all the world, 
preach the Gospel to every creature, and added his gracious 

romise, Lo! § am with you even to the end of the world, 
Hai his commandment a reference to the Gentiles only? No — 
to the Jews also, for it is the preaching of the Gospel that is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes ; 
not to the Gentiles only, but also to the Jews. We have no 
reason to believe that the same Saviour, who then blessed jt to 
both Jews and Gentiles, who has ever since blessed it to the 
Gentiles ; and who now again appears to be blessing it to the 
Jews, when faithful men are using his appointed means, will fai] 
to be also with us, and bless our efforts * to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the Jews,’ if, abandoning the plan of colonizing our 
converts, an instrument of our own fabrication, assume in our 
efforts his only authorized weapon, the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; sending forth faithfol men, men fu)! 
of the Holy Ghost, tu preach among them the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 

“ The committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution ; a resolution which, if adopted into ou 
Constitution, while it makes the preaching of the Gospel to the 
Jews our prominent and paramount object, forbids not that we 
should extend to converts temporal assistance in procuring 
means of subsistence, should such assistance become absolutely 
necessary. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Society to alter 
the Constitution, by expunging the second article, and inserting 
the following. 

“Art. II. The object of this Society shall be to extend to the 
Jews the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and, if 
necessary, to communicate temporal assistance in procuring 
employment to those from among them who are either converts 
to Christianity, or appear to be sincere inquirers after the way 
of life and salvation through the crucified Redeemer. 

“ Respectfully submitted by order of the committee. 

“ Joun Nirrenie, Chairman. 

‘* New-York, April 22, 1826.” 


When this Report was under discussion, and before the pat’ 
ty committed themselves, an officer, and original member of the 
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Society, aflectionately remonstrated against its adoption by the 
Board. 

He perceived that the object of the proposed alteration was 
the destruction of the Constitution, and the perversion of its 
funds to mere missionary purposes. He stated, that the sum of 
upwards Of $15,000, now in the treasury, had been bequeathed 
by Dr. Boudinot, or collected from others, for a special object, 
and given in trust to the Board for that object exclusively. He 
endeavoured to dissuade the majority, by their regard for the 
law of God, to shun even the appearance of forgetting Chris- 
tian integrity. He stated in this connexion, what he afterwards 
read in their hearing, as unquestionable principles of moral 
rectitude, the following two propositions, 

1. “Ifa man either affirm or subscribe any promise or cove- 
nant, with design to contravene its intention, or to influence 
others so to do, he breaks the ninth commandment.” 

2. * [f a man intentionally overreaches another man, or com- 
pany of men, in order to obtain either the use or management 
of property for other purposes than those to which it was ap- 
propriated, he breaks the eighth commandment.” 

O, how love I thy law !—Psa. 

The suppressed editorial remarks, and Remarks by one ot 
the Directors, are as follows, viz. 


‘¢ ‘ REMARKS BY ONE OF THE DIRECTORS.’ 


“ Since the foregoing report appeared in the New-York Ob- 
server, and the New-York Religious Chronicle, a communica- 
tion, headed, ‘ Remarks by one of the Directors,’ has been 
handed to the Editor for publication in Israel’s Advocate; and 
as the Board were divided in their vote, on this proposition to 
alter the Constitution ; as the matter can only be finally settled 
by the Society at their anniversary—and as there will no doubt 
be, on that occasion, considerable discussion on the subject, the 
Editor feels at liberty to give both views of the subject. The 
remarks are as follow : 


“ Remarks by one of the Directors. 


“1. The proposed alteration of the Constitution is, obvious- 
ly, designed to destroy its object ; the destruction of the enact- 
ing article, is the destruction of the law itself. 

* 2. This Society was formed under the patronage of the late 
and excellent Dr. Boudinot, its first president, with intent to 
colonize, as well as evangelize the Jews; and, for this purpose, the 
deceased left, by his will, 4000 acres of his land in Warren 
county, Pennsylvania, or a legacy in money, if it should be 
preferred by the Managers. 

“3. It is for the purposes of such a settlement of Christian 
Hebrews that auxiliaries to this Society were formed, and funds 
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devoted; and the object has been recognised by the various 
European Jewish Societies, as praise-worthy and desirable ; 
nevertheless, 

“4, Several gentlemen, always oppused to the designs of 
this institution, or recently induced to become so, did procure, 
from the Treasurer, in consequence of paying the consideration 
money, ceitificates of being Directors for tue year, and the very 
next day tok their seats, out-numbered and out-voted the actual 
Board; adjourned for a few days, and, at the next meeting to 
that on which they subscribed the Constitution,* appointed the 
committee who prepared this report, recommending a resolution 
which destroys its defined object. 

“5. The argume t of the report in favour of altering, for its 
destruction, the Constitution of the Society, is sixfold. It seems 
to be thus: 

“1. The legislature, with consent of the agent, altered the 
name of the institution ; therefore, it is proper to destroy the 
thing. 

“Il, The Church is tried and purified by persecution: 
therefore, it is improper to grant relief, to the oppressed, by 
colonization. 

“Ill. Money has already been expended without accomplish- 
ing the end; therefore, it is better, le-t it-hould be accomplish- 
ed, to take both the power and funds from the present Mana- 
gers, and devote the money to quite a different purpose. 

“1V. No attempt has yet been made to take the Hindoos 
from their own lands, and settle them in America ; therefore, it is 
wrong to provide a settlement for converted Jews, who have no 
lands in any country. 

*V. As God bad made a distinction between Jews and Gen- 
tiles of old, it is evident from his providence that he willed the 
continuance of a distinction, and as he predicted their distinct 
conversion to the Messiah, as a remarkable era and great bless- 
ing; therefore it is wrong to invite any number of the converted 
Israelites to dwell together, in one settlement, or to cultivate in 
company any part of this free and happy land. 

“VI. As the managers have placed the funds of the Society 
at interest, and have not yet obtained a location to their mind, 
or a sufficieut number of suitable settlers, therefore, let the 
Board be altered, and let the sole object of the Constitution be 
destroyed, that the funds may be appropriated for better pur- 

oses than colonizing and evangelizing the ancient covenant 
people of God. 

“If these are not the arguments used in the report of the com- 


“* The writer of the remarks is here mistaken, only nine of the Directors, by the pay- 
ment of five dollars each, subscribed the Constitution. It is anderstood that the others 
vefysed to subscribe it.—Ey.”’ 
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mittee, in recommending the alteration of the Constitution, the 
writer has been mistaken ; but the readers will judge. 

“He ventures a seventh, and it is his closing remark. 

“Ifthe American Society for MELIOURATING the condition of the 
Jews, retains its name as the only Constitutional index of its 
object, what is to prevent the members from co-operating in 
building 2rarat, with the first Judge of Israel, or from attend- 
ing with Mr. Simon to the Indians, as the descendants of Jacob? 
What faith will the le ‘gislature who enacted the second article 
into a law of the state have in the consistency of Christian So- 
cieties? What trust will the Christian public over the world, 

lace in the Christians of New-York? And, why may not the 
B. ble, and other benevolent Societies, destroy their sole object 
by an alteration of their constitutional restrictions, and transfer 
their stock into the hands of those who come upon them, by 
subscribing their articles, with intent to destroy them, and con- 
vert the property to purposes foreign from the intent of the 
donors? It is a bad state of society if persons voluntarily asso- 
ciated cannot act together, under the sanction of public law, 
without being in fear of ruin to their plans at the hands of Chris- 
tian men, who subscribe their Constitution.”’ 

These remarks really astounded the New-Comers. They 
considered it a mortal sin to question the infallibility of their 
report; and, more especially, to publish any thing about it in 
the Advocate. Accordingly a motion was made by a grave 
layman, and gravely and at length advocated by a reverend 
gentleman, to censure the agent for inserting them !! This so 
excited his risibles, that he made a speech in favour of the mo- 
tion :—But having, unfortunately for the cause he espoused, 
spoken contemptuously of those who could condescend to go to 
the printing-office, and get copies before himself had received 
any; it was ascertained the Number had not yet been dis- 
tributed ; and as all was so far safe, the motion to censure was 


withdrawn, and one to suppress adopted. 
(To be continued. ) 


aa 


EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, read at the 
Annual Meeting, May 5th, 1826. 
Continued from page 32. 


Switzerland. 


{t was noticed in the last report that Mr. J. J. Banga, a na- 
tive of Switzerland, had proceeded to Basle as a missionary 
from your Society. Soon after his arrival there he received 
ordination, as he expected, in the Protestant Church of his na- 
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tive land. Passing through Paris on his road to Switzerland, 
he visited the Rev. Lewis Way, who introduced him to Mon- 
sieur Rostan, by whom he was encouraged to hope something 
might be done for the further promotion of the cause in France, 
as will appear from the following extract from his letter, dated 
Jan. 22, 1825. 

“ With Mr. R. I spent several most delightful hours. In his 
house a small number of pious Catholics occasionally meet for 


mutual edification: 1 attended their meetings twice. The doc- 
trine of salvation by faith in Christ was set forth with remarka- 


ble energy and purity On every Friday evening a meeting 
for prayer, for the conversion of the Jews is held, in which Mr, 
R. takes a very warm interest. He pressed me to spend some 
weeks next summer in Paris, and assured me that this could be 
done without any inconvenience. ‘ Much, (said he,) may here 
be effected in aid of our cause, both amoug Christians and 
Jews.’ Jewish children there read, in their Jewish schools, 
French Bibles ; and, instead 0! their rabinnical forms of prayer, 
learn the penitential prayers of the old Testament. Some other 
friends also gave me much evcovragement, and their cordial 
blessing.” 

Ono his arrival at Basle, Mr. Banga made it his object to pro- 
cure information, by correspondence and verbal communica- 
tion, respecting the state of the Jews iv France, Switzerland, 
and Germany, that he might form his plan for future proceed- 
ings. The Jews of Alsace, and in the greatest part of the 
South of Germany, he describes as quite of the old school, 
strict Talmudists, ignorant, superstitious, and bigotted. Mr. 
B. mentions itas a gratifying fact, that at Basle the Jews have 
themselves established a well-organized school, which is attend- 
ed by some peopie who come from a distance. In consequence 
of information received from Wirtemburg, Mr. Banga thought 
it his duty to visit that place, where considerable interest had 
been excited in reference to the Jewish cause, both by Jews and 
Christiaus. At ‘Tubingen, (through which he passed,) he vi- 
sited the Rev. Professor Stendel, and other fellows of the col- 
lege, who listened with much interest to his account of whet 
British Christians were doing in behalf of the Jews. On his 
arrival at Kirchiem he was hespitably received by Dean Bakn- 
mayer, but from him he learned that it was not advisable he 
should now engage with the Wirtemburg Jews, as the govern- 
ment were taking measures for the better education of their 
youth, and the organization of their schools, which was viewed 
by the Jews with a jealousy which would be increased by the 
exertions of a missionary. From thence he proceeded to ow 
-hausen, where he found a considerable Jewish population, and 
into their school the improved system of instruction badj been 
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introduced, through the means of a pious Lutheran minister of 
that place, who for several years had been seeking tu promote 
the spiritual welfare of the Jews around him, by circulating 
New-Testaments and Tracts, as well as by education. Mr. 
Banga visited the school, in which were sixty-six children ; 
aud he describes their progress as very satisfactory. He says— 

“Many of the boys and girls write both the German and the 
Jewisti-German well, and many can read with fluency, Their 
progress in ciphering is astonishing. What pleased me most of 
all was, to find them so well read in the Old Testament.” 

Your committee rejoice in this and in every account they re- 
ceive of the progress of education amongst the Jews abroad, 
and they gladly avail themselves of every opportunity to pro- 
mote it, even where the religious instruction is confined to the 
Jewish Scriptures, because they consider that it prepares the 
way for the more ready reception of the Gospel itself. At Stut- 
gardt Mr. Banga found a zealous friend of Israel in the pious 
and aged widow of the deceased Dean Hofacker, who said that 
the Jews had long been with her objects of deep interest and 
fervent supplication to heaven. In the general apathy which so 
long overspread the Christian Church on this subject, it is 
pleasing to trace a few individuals whose hearts’ desire and 
prayer to God for Israel has been that they might be saved, 
At Eslingen Mr. Banga conversed with the venerable Dean 
Herwig, an old and distinguished friend of Israel, and corres- 
pondent of the Suciety, by whom Mr. Goldberg and his family 
were baptized. He expressed his unabated interest in the 
cause, his cordial approbation of the proceedings of your So- 
ciety, and his willingness to do his utmost in promoting the 
cause at Wirtemburg. 

On his return to Tubingen, Mr. Banga met a committee at 
the house of Dr. Stendel, by whom, after they had heard an 
account of the object and proceedings of your Society, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed : 

“J, That it is desirable that the Christians in the kingdom 
of Wirtemburg should lend their assistance to the promotion of 
Christianity among the Jews. 2. That the Secretary be re- 
on to publish an address to the Christian public, exhorting 
thers to co operate in the cause.” 

Mr. Banga stopped in Zurich, although no Jews were to be 
found there, for the purpose of visiting that venerable servant 
of God, Antistes Hess, and his account of his interview with 
him is too pleasing to be omitted, 

“ | called first upon the Rev. Mr. Gessner, son-in-law of the 
great Lavater, and asked his advice, when, and how I could 
succeed to see the aged Antistes. At his suggestion I called 
on Antistes Hess, sa I had the pleasure to see this aged and 
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faithful servant. He is worn out by age, but though his ou- 
ward man is approaching to its end, yet the heavenly glory of 
the inward man beams forth through the decaying earthy ves- 
sel. ‘The venerable patriarch received me, at my first entering 
the room, before he knew who I was, with expressions of affec- 
tionate love. When I told him my name, he immediately recol- 
lected that | had sent him, twe years ago, my publication * On 
the Restoration of the Kingdom of Israel.’ When I informed 
him that | was in your Society’s service, he said, * Very well, 
very well. If I had been permitted to lay down the important 
charge in which | am engaged, | should have devoted myself to 
the people of Israel in preference to any other employment. | 
still take a particular delight in hearing of missionary labours 
amovg the Jews. I have also the Hebrew New Eagan 

ubliched by the London Soviety, always on my table.’ | asked 
what he thought of the merits of this translation? He answered, 
‘It is very well done indeed.’ The Antistes highly approves 
of the proceedings of your Society, as far as he knows them 
from the reports which have reached him. [| could not refrain 
from tears when the venerable old man embraced me, and said, 
‘I am glad that | was spared to see you. [| aim always so happy 
to see one of those young men who are the hope of the kingdom 
of God, for the future. | myself, am continually reminded by 
my eighty-sixth year, that | must son be called away, There 
was a holy peace about this excellent man, which filled my 
heart with sublime and heavenly feelings. For seventy years 
the word of God has been the daily object of his unremitting 
resear hes, and he assures me, that he still discovers in it new 
traces of the mysterious love and wisdom of God. For more 
than half a century he has been a faithful pastor of pastors, and 
of -heep entrusted to his care, and one of the ablest defenders 
of divine truth against the apostates of the last and the present 
generation. His voluminous works are highly valuable; and 
he is still occupied with literary compositions, which breathe 
more of the heavenly Spirit, the nearer he approaches to his 
end ” 

In the month of May last, Mr. Banga paid a visit to Berne, 
where the attention of pious Christians has been excited in favour 
of the cause, which he was desirous of increasing by personal 
communication. ‘This he had the satisfaction to effect, and he re- 
ceived from many an assurance of assistance, and from some au 
invitation to endeavour to form an association, which, however, 
he thought it prudent to defer until a future period, as it might 
have interfered with other charitable objects which were then 
going on. Mr. Banga found a greater number of Jews at Berne 
than he expected, and he left with a friend there, a stock o! 
New Testaments and Tracts for distribution. In the month 
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of August Mr. Banga visited Strasburg, where he continued for 
some time, and had many opportunities of conversing with the 
Jews in that place and neighbourhood. It appears, however, 
that the majo:ity were much disposed to gainsay and resist. 
Some few, however, seemed better inclined, and although an 
order was issued by the rabbies that the bocks distributed by 
him should be burned, he never could learn that the command 
in any one Instance had been obeyed. 


Frankfort. 


Your committee have not any thing interesting to communi- 
cate from this station; the infirm health of your missionary, 
Mr. Marc, has prevented any active exertions on his part; and 
the progress of the Society, established in that place, seems to 
have been suspended, by the increasing difficulty of finding 
employment and support for such Israelites as are desirous of 
professing se 9 An earnest hope may be entertained 
that the difficuity will, in some measure, at least, be overcome, 
when the Institution of the pious Count Von der Recke at Dus- 
selthal, of which mention has been made in furmer reports, shall 
have attained a greater maturity. 

Your committee have conscientiously adhered to that rule of 
the Society, which requires them to abstain from giving tempo- 
ral relief to Jews, and are as firmly as ever convinced of its 
propriety, as it respects an institution whose chief object is to 
seek their spiritual welfare. While, however, they retain this 
conviction, which facts and experience only serve to confirm, 
they can with equal sincerity declare, that they rejoice in wit- 
nessing the attempts of others to supply this lack of service to 
the house of Israel, and that they “ wish them good luck in the 
name of the Lord.” 

Your committee are satisfied that the difficulties with which 
professing converts from amongst the Jews have to contend 
are exceedingly great, and well worthy the sympathy and assist- 
ance of Christians ; and that if attempts to provide asylums for 
such objects should ultimately fail, it will not be because they 
were unfit to be made, but because the conduct of them may 
require such a combination of Christian prudence and love as 
is rarely to be found in this imperfect state of the church. The 
engagement on the part of your commnttee, mentioned in the 
last Report, to provide a salary (in part) for the spiritual in- 
structer of the Jewish nroselytes at Dusselthal, bas been fulfilled. 
and the Rev. Mr. Schmidt has been appointed to that situation. 
The Count Von der Recke thus speaks of him, ina letter ad- 
dressed in Decewber last to Mr. Treschow :— 

“Since the 17th of October, my dear pastor Schmidt has 
been engaged here in full activity. He is in every respect the 
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very man I had expected and wished for. He has a very great 
love for the proselytes, and they show every day an increasing 
affection for him. They feel how useful he is to them, and this 
must excite their gratitude. | lately attended his evening lec- 
ture on biblical bistory; and it was to me a must aflectinz 
view to behold both old and young eager to receive the word 
of life.” 

He then adds, respecting the proselytes already received :— 

“ With our Israelites | am more and more satisfied; and it 
seems, that after the many trials and tribulations to which IL bave 
been exposed by them, a day of comfort and joy is now dawn- 
ing. Every week adds to thei: number, there are now twenty- 
six adults, and four children, all well employed ; but you will 
easily imagine that the expenses must be considerable. The 
house is too small for them; and | should be very bappy if 1 had 
the means to enlarge it. What should be done next year, in 
this respect, ought now to be in a state of preparation. O how 
many poor souls might be truly benefitted, if one opulent En- 
glish Christian would open to them his munificent hand! 

“| have many pressing wauts. We want particularly bedding 
for the winter; the Jews are generally very chilly, and it 
pierces me to the heart to hear their complaints. When I lay 
myself down in my own good bed, I wish that | could tear it 
in pieces, to give a little to each! Surely if our distresses were 
sufficiently known in England, we should no longer want the 
first necessaries of life.” 

For a fuller account of the present state of the Dusselthal 
asylum, your committee must refer you to the Jewish Expoii- 
tor of January last; but they cannot refrain from presenting 
you with the pleasing, and they doubt not, just portrait, drawn 
by Mr. Treschow of the character of the noble founder of the 
Institution : 

*{ ount Von der Recke is thirty-seven years of age, unmar- 
ried, and his parents are still living at Overdyk, their family 
estate. His appearance is very prepossessing, and marks the 
Christian and the gentleman. I have met with few whom, a 
first sight, have excited in me so strong a feeling of love and 
confidence. He was educated as a scholar, and he served al- 
terwards in the Prussian army, but his health obliged him to 
quit the service. From his earliest youth be has had a predi- 
lection for mechanics and agriculture, in both of which pursuits 
he has attained a great proficiency, From the same early pe 
riod he dates also his sympathies for those who are suffering, 
and his wishes to do something for their relief. And as he had 
the advantages of a religious education, those feelings have 
been sanctified, and called into exercise through a living faith 
in Him, who, to save sinners, humbled himself, and left the 
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glory of heaven to become a servant upon earth. ‘This is the 
main spring of his philanthropy. There is nothing fanatical in 
his manners nor in his conversatiun. He entertains no peculiar 
opinions on any religious point. The great truth of the love 
of God in Christ Jesus to lust sinners, of the love of Christ, 
which moved him to die for them upon the cross, has so power- 
fully affected the heart of the Count, that no act of self-denial 
seems to him too hard. His dress, his table, bis furniture, all 
that surrounds him, reminds one of the sacrifice he has made, 
and is continually making. But be speaks of these things as 
nothing. 1! asked him, as we rode in his carriage, whether he 
kept saddle-horses? ‘1 used to keep them,’ was his answer, 
‘but | found that | could not keep a horse for less than seventy 
Prussian crowns a year, and [| can maintain an orphan child 
for fifty.’ ‘The world may sneer at his piety, but | have heard 
even worldly men speak with admiration of his philanthropy. 
The king himself, and several members of the royal family, 
have given him most unequivocal proofs of the esteem in which 
they hold both his Institution and himself.” 





NOTE BY THE EDITOR. 


The foregoing and the subsequent parts of the Report of the 
London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, are 

eculiarly interesting. The report has not, we believe, been re- 
published in any periodical work in this country. We trast it will 
be read with pleasure. We respectfully call the attention . f our 
readers to the preceding paragraph under the head of “ Frank- 
fort,” as disclosing the fuvderatile views of the London Society, 
and of Christians on the Continent, to the object contemplated 
by the American Society for meliorating the condition of the 


Jews. 
--2G0— 


CHRONICLE OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A. S. M. C. J. 


On the 12th of February a special meeting of the Board was 
holden, among other objects, for “ hearing and acting on the 
Report of the Committee for devising a plan of operations 
under the Constitution.” At this meeting a scene very similar 
to that of the 6th of April was acted—by twelve individuals 
taking their seats as members, on the payment of money. And 
we do as cordially reprobate this latter, as we did the former 
procedure. The fact of their coming in to vote with us, does not 
alter our views of their conduct. We had much rather have 
been ontvoted, and then resorted to our legal remedy, as was 
intended, and may yet be found necessary, than to have the 
odium of such a measure resting upon any of our friends. If 
such things are to be tolerated, there will be an end of all con- 
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fidence in charitable institutions. Let the facts of this ease be 
a warning to all who may commence such mal-practices, (hq; 
there may be a re-action ! 

At this meeting, ‘‘ The committee appointed to report a plan 
of operations to be adopted by the Board in pursuance of the 
spirit® of the Constitution, Report, 

“ That they are unhappily disunited in their views. When 
the present Board came into operation, they accepted the trust at 
the urgent request of the Christian public, both far off and near, 
who had loudly complained of the futility of the measures pur- 
sued by the last Board, at the unwarrantable expenditure of 
the funds of the Society, and for no good end. 

“The object of the majority of the Board, since the last 
annual meeting, has been to preserve the funds of the Society 
unimpaired till the Providence of God should throw ligt upon 
their path, and open some door of usefulness to the Jews. The 
more, however, they have looked at tiie subject, the more have 
they been convinced, that the plan of establishing a distinct set- 
tlement of Jews in this country is a visionary project, and 
ought not to be imposed on the charity of the community. 

* With this conviction, the Buard have honestly attempied to 
promote measures, with a view to the melioration of the condi- 
tion of the Jews, otherwise than by a settlement, leaving the 
subject of a settlement to the decision of more mature expe- 
rience. This, however, they find they cannot do without an 
alteration in their charter; and this they also understand can- 
not be altered without an altercation before the legislature of 
the state, which will, in the opinion of the Committee, subject 
the cause of sacred charity to obloquy, which it would be pain- 
ful-to repel. 

“At a previous meeting of this Committee, as a matter of 
compromise, the Committee, without dissention, agreed to re- 
commend to the Board the appointment of an agent to visit 
Europe, for the purpose of making the requisite arrangements 
for a Jewish settlement in this country. But in the minds of the 
minority of the Committee, there is a change in this respect. and 
it is now insisted on by them, that this measure be abandoned 
and superseded by a proposition at once to purchase lands for 
the settlemnent. This the Committee deem premature, and in 
this condition are called upon to make their report. The two 
following resolutions, therefore, the Committee respectfully re- 
commend, 

“ 1, That a Committee be appointed to look oat for a suitable 
agent to proceed to Europe for the purpose of ascertaining the 


" The style and object of the Committee, let it be remembered, was ‘‘ a committee to 
devise measures by which the object of this Society, as specified in the constitution, ™®) 
he successfully prosecuted.”’ 
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condition of the Jews, and satisfying the Board as to the best plan 
of operations in forming and conducting a Jewish settlement in 
this country, agreeably to the constitution. And that, in the 
mean time, a committee be appointed to inquire for a suitable 
location for the settlement, and report to the Board. 

«2. That in the event of the rejection of this resolution, a 
committee be appointed to report on the most expedient and 

rompt course to be pursued in order to refund the monies now 
in the treasury ta their original donors. ‘This last resolution, 
the committee beg leave to say, is the plan of their choice. 

“ eb. 9, 1827.” 

The foregoing report was wholly rejected ; yet it was ordered 
to be put on the minutes. Whereupon notice was given, that its 
statements would be met. Accordingly at the regular meeting 
in February, the following was presented, viz. : 

“ To this report, the undersigned, being the minority referred 
to, object, aud respectfully request that their objections be in- 
serted along with it, on the minutes of the Board. 

“1. It is not ‘the plan of our choice,’ as is avowed by the 
majority of the Committee, to alienate the funds from their pur- 
pose, and to destroy the institution. ‘To refund the monies to 
their original donors’ was not the design of their collection, and 
the thing is impossible ; the very prv posal is, in our estimation, 
a breach of trust. 

“2. The undersigned object to the mission of an agent to 
Europe until a suitable location for a settlement is selected ; 
and they do so object, the more, because, in the proposed reso- 
lution the choice of a location is made to depend upon insiruc- 
tions to be received from said suitable agent, selected, perhaps, 
by the constant opponents of any settlement accu rding to the 
constitution ; for the majority declare the plan of establishing 
such a settlement ‘a visionary project which ought not to be 
imposed on the charity of the community.” Wherefore do they 
recommend a trip to Europe, at the expense of our funds ? 

“3. The minority object to the assertion, ‘ that the commit- 
tee, without dissention, agreed to recommend to the Board 
the appointment of an agent to visit Europe for the purpose of 
making the requisite arrangements for a Jewish settlement in 
this country.’ 

“The minority never heard such a proposition from the lips 
of the majority: on the contrary, that majority were, before 
that time, were then, and are now, avowedly opposed to all ar- 
rangements for a Jewish settlement in this country. They never, 
to the knowledge of the undersigned, expressed any other de- 
termination than to send « missionary to Europe, at the Socie- 
ty’s expense. So far is the said assertion from being true, that 
the framers of this report well knew that one of the minority 
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read his views in opposition at that time, in the Committee, and 
subsequently, to the Board, scripta tabula manet. 

“4. The minority object to the assertion, as without foun- 
dation, that, ‘in the minds of she minority there is a change in 
this respect ;’ (a mission to Europe for the purpose of making 
arrangement for a Jewish settlement ;) for that idea was never 
suggested to their minds, and they never did, in committee, ex- 
press an Opinion upon it: they do wut, even now, object to such 
a mission, if deemed necessary, after a location for the settle- 


ment is procured. 
“5. The undersigned object to this eo tee because it affirms 


‘that the object of the majority of the Board, (they and their 
partisans,) has been to preserve the funds of the Society unim- 
paired ;’ and yet declare it as their chorce, the most prompt course 
to refund the monies now in the treasury to the donors. 

“6, We object to the Report, because it admits, without eyi- 
dence, that these gentlemen undertake the trust of administering 
our constitution ‘ at the urgent request of the Christian public ;’ 
because it complains of the futility of our former exertions; 
and yet they and their friends did themselves create this cause 
of complaint, by their efforts to embarrass the other Directors 
in all their plans; and finally, because the Report affirms, con- 
trary to our belief, that ‘they have honestly attempted to pro- 
mote measures with a view to the melioration of the citondion 
of the Jews otherwise than by a settlement.’ No distinct plan 
of such measures has, in fact, been presented by them, unless 
the hitherto vain attempts to destroy the constitution, the pro- 

osal of sending missionaries, to Asia, ‘ beginning at Jerusa- 
lem ;’ and this Report be considered as such. They have only 
laboured, and that busily, for nearly twelve months, doing no- 
thing ; and they close their labours with a reluctant recommen- 
dation te appoint an agent to Europe, the very measure to de- 
stroy which they first took the field in avowed opposition to the 
former Board. “Srepuen N. Rowan, 


New-York, Feb. 13, 1827. ‘* Avex. M’Leop.” 


The majority in this Committee were the Rev. Dr. Spring, 
Rev. Messrs. Pattian and Bruen, and J. Nitchie, Esq. 

At this meeting the Board appointed a committee to take a 
house at York-ville, as a place of temporary settlement for con- 


verted Jéws. 
eer ae eee 


NOTICES. 
(> Information was given in the last No. of Vol. IV. that the 
Societies would receive Vol. V. gratis. All others who, after receiving 
three Nos., decline paying $1 for volume V., will please pay the postage 


on their letters. 











